


Why Invest in Nigerian Real
Estate from Abroad?

As the world becomes more interconnected, the potential to
build wealth and secure your future doesn’t have to be
confined to the country you live in. For Nigerians living
abroad, investing in real estate back home is not only a
powerful way to grow wealth—it’s also an opportunity to
stay connected to Nigeria’s vibrant and promising market.

The Nigerian real estate landscape has shown tremendous
growth in recent years, driven by rapid urbanization,
population growth, and a rising demand for both residential
and commercial spaces. Whether it’s the bustlimng energy
of Lagos, the rich culture of Abuja, or the serene landscapes
of coastal and emerging cities, Nigeria offers a range of real
estate opportunities tailored for both new and seasoned
investors.
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Why Real Estate?
Real estate is known worldwide for its stability as an asset
class, especially when invested wisely. Unlike stocks, which
can be volatile and unpredictable, property is a tangible,
secure asset that generally appreciates over time. For those
looking to safeguard and grow their wealth, especially
Nigerians living abroad who want to keep their roots strong,
real estate presents an unparalleled opportunity.

Investing in Nigerian property also means you’re securing
assets in a growing economy with a young, expanding
population. With a high demand for quality housing and
commercial spaces, Nigeria’s real estate sector continues to
be one of the most attractive markets for investment in
Africa.

The Diaspora Advantage
As a Nigerian in the diaspora, you bring a unique perspective
to the market. You have the advantage of understanding the
cultural nuances, aspirations, and potential of Nigeria, while
also benefiting from the resources and insights of your
current location. Your investment isn’t just about owning
property; it’s about building a bridge between where you are
and the future you envision back home.
However, we understand that investing from abroad can
come with its challenges. Concerns about property
management, security, transparency, and reliable partners
are all valid considerations. This guide is designed to give 



you the knowledge and tools you need to make informed,
profitable investments in Nigerian real estate without the
stress. We’ll walk you through everything from
understanding market trends to managing your property
remotely, so you can confidently take steps toward building
wealth and creating a legacy in Nigeria.

Why CalledOut Estates?
CalledOut Estates is committed to helping Nigerians in the
diaspora secure stable, rewarding investments back home.
With our experienced team, comprehensive support, and
deep knowledge of the Nigerian property market, we’re here
to ensure your journey into Nigerian real estate is as smooth
and profitable as possible.

Whether you’re seeking a long-term investment, a legacy for
your family, or a foothold back in Nigeria, real estate offers
an exciting, reliable pathway. This guide will equip you with
all you need to navigate Nigeria’s real estate landscape,
make smart investment choices, and stay connected to
your roots.

Welcome to a journey that’s not only about building wealth
but about investing in a home you can always call your own.
The Nigerian real estate market is diverse, dynamic, and
filled with opportunities. As one of Africa’s largest
economies, Nigeria has seen a significant rise in demand for
both residential and commercial properties. Urban areas like
Lagos, Ogun, Abuja, and Port Harcourt have become econo-



mic powerhouses, attracting millions of people and creating
a surge in the need for housing, office spaces, and
commercial developments. 

For Nigerians living abroad, investing in this vibrant market
not only promises strong financial returns but also brings
the assurance of owning a valuable asset in a growing
economy. This chapter explores the major cities and types
of investments to help you identify where your money can
work hardest for you.

Prime Investment
Destinations in Nigeria
1. Lagos: The Economic Epicenter

As Nigeria’s largest city and economic hub, Lagos is a prime
location for real estate investment. The city is divided into
several districts, each with unique attributes and investment
potential.

Ikoyi and Victoria Island are known for their luxury
apartments, office spaces, and upscale neighborhoods.
They offer high returns for premium property
investments but require significant initial capital.
Lekki is a fast-growing area popular among young
professionals and families, making it ideal for residential
and mixed-use developments.
Ikeja, home to the Murtala Muhammed International
Airport, has become an increasingly attractive 



destination for businesses, with commercial and
residential properties in high demand.
Epe: Emerging as a promising area for real estate
investments due to its rapid infrastructure development
and affordable land prices. Epe offers excellent potential
for long-term residential and commercial projects,
especially as the region continues to develop.
Yaba: Known as Lagos' tech hub and home to several
universities, Yaba attracts young professionals, students,
and startups. This area offers great opportunities for
investment in residential and tech-focused commercial
properties.

Lagos’ real estate market is competitive and rapidly
expanding, making it one of the best locations for investors
seeking both short-term and long-term gains.

2. Abuja: The Heart of the Nation

As Nigeria’s capital city, Abuja is known for its planned
neighborhoods, government institutions, and a relatively
serene environment compared to Lagos. Key areas to
consider include:

Maitama and Asokoro: These upscale districts are home
to many government officials and diplomats. Real estate
here is highly valued, making it a good choice for
investors interested in premium properties.
Gwarimpa: One of the largest housing estates in West
Africa, Gwarimpa offers opportunities for residential
investments targeting middle to upper-income earners.



Abuja’s steady demand for both residential and commercial
properties offers a stable investment climate, with
opportunities for high returns and property value
appreciation.

3. Port Harcourt: The Oil City

Located in the Niger Delta region, Port Harcourt is a hub for
the oil and gas industry, attracting both local and
international companies. The presence of multinational
companies and expatriates drives demand for high-quality
housing and office spaces.

Old GRA and New GRA: These areas are popular among
expatriates and professionals, making them ideal for
high-end residential properties.
Trans-Amadi: As a business district, this area is well-
suited for commercial property investments, especially
for companies in the oil and gas sector.

With its strong industrial presence, Port Harcourt presents
promising opportunities for investors looking to cater to
Nigeria’s high-income segment.

4. Emerging Cities and States

In addition to the primary cities, areas like Enugu, Ibadan,
Abeokuta, and Calabar are gradually gaining attention. These
cities are less competitive than Lagos and Abuja but offer
great potential for long-term growth as more people move
to these regions.

Enugu and Ibadan: Known for their universities and
developing infrastructure, these cities are perfect for 



residential investments targeting young families and
students.
Abeokuta: Located near Lagos, this city offers affordable
land prices and growing demand for residential spaces.
Calabar: Known for its tourism and cultural heritage,
Calabar holds potential for investors interested in
hospitality and residential projects.



Investing in residential properties allows
you to tap into Nigeria’s growing need
for quality housing. Whether through
rental apartments, villas, or gated
communities, residential investments
can provide consistent rental income
and long-term appreciation. Areas like
Epe in Lagos and Maitama in Abuja are
popular for residential investments with
high rental yields.

1. Residential Properties

Types of Real Estate
Investments

Commercial properties, such as office
buildings, retail spaces, and industrial
warehouses, offer a steady income
stream from long-term tenants. Nigeria’s
urban centers are in constant demand
for commercial spaces, especially in
Lagos and Abuja, where businesses are
continuously expanding.

2. Commercial Properties

Land investments are among the
simplest and most affordable entry
points into real estate. Buying land in
emerging areas around Lagos, Abuja, and
other cities allows you to secure a
valuable asset that appreciates over
time, especially as development reaches
these regions.

3. Land Investments

Mixed-use properties combine
residential, commercial, and recreational
spaces within one development, offering
versatility and multiple revenue streams.
As Nigeria’s cities become more densely
populated, mixed-use developments are
on the rise, especially in upscale
neighborhoods of Lagos and Abuja.

4. Mixed Use Developments



Each city and property type in Nigeria comes with its own
unique advantages and challenges. By understanding these
aspects, you can make better, more informed decisions that
align with your investment goals and financial resources.
As a diaspora investor, being knowledgeable about the
Nigerian real estate landscape gives you a strong foundation
for success. Whether you’re looking for a luxury apartment in
Ikoyi, land in an emerging city, or a commercial property in
Abuja, Nigeria’s real estate market offers abundant
opportunities for those who are prepared.

Why Understanding the
Market Matters



The Legal Parts of Real
Estate Investment
Real estate investment is one of the safest ways to build
wealth, but like any investment, it requires careful planning
and knowledge—especially when it comes to legal matters.
As a Nigerian in the diaspora, you want to ensure that your
investment is legally sound, with no risk of disputes or
surprises down the line.

This chapter covers key legal aspects to help you navigate
Nigeria’s real estate landscape confidently and securely.
From understanding property rights to working with reliable
professionals, we’ll explore the steps you need to take to
protect your investment and avoid common pitfalls.

Understanding Property
Rights in Nigeria
In Nigeria, there are various types of land ownership, and
understanding these rights is crucial. Here are the main
classifications you’ll encounter:
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Freehold Land: This type of land ownership grants you
full rights over the property. It’s often seen in private
developments, where the land is owned outright by the
buyer with no government interests. Freehold land is
generally more secure for investment as it involves fewer
restrictions.

Leasehold Land: Leasehold land means the government
owns the land, but you are granted the right to use it for
a specified period, often up to 99 years. This is common
in areas like Lagos and Abuja. After the lease expires, you
may need to renegotiate the lease with the government.

Certificate of Occupancy (C of O): The C of O is the
most recognized title in Nigeria, issued by the
government to confirm that a person legally occupies
the land. Having a C of O adds a high level of security to
your investment, as it demonstrates that the property is
officially recognized by the state.



Conducting Due Diligence
When investing in real estate in Nigeria, due diligence is
essential. This means verifying the property’s ownership,
legality, and other key details before proceeding. Here’s a
checklist for performing thorough due diligence:

Verify the Property Title: Ensure that the property has a
valid title, such as a Certificate of Occupancy or Deed of
Assignment. This can be done by checking with the land
registry in the property’s state.

1.

Check for Encumbrances: Verify that the property is
free from any disputes, legal issues, or outstanding loans.
Engaging a lawyer to conduct a title search is highly
recommended to confirm there are no encumbrances.

2.

Confirm Property Boundaries: Physical inspections are
vital for verifying boundaries. You can appoint a trusted
representative to conduct the inspection on your behalf,
ensuring that the land matches what is described in the
title.

3.

Engage a Reliable Real Estate Lawyer: Working with an
experienced lawyer in Nigerian real estate law will
streamline the process and reduce risks. A lawyer can
review contracts, conduct title searches, and verify all
legal aspects of the purchase.

4.



Important Documents to
Obtain
When buying property in Nigeria, there are several key
documents you’ll need to ensure a secure transaction. Each
of these documents adds a layer of security, proving your
legal ownership of the property.

Deed of Assignment: This document is crucial as it
transfers ownership from the seller to the buyer. A Deed
of Assignment should be registered with the land
registry to solidify your ownership.

1.

Survey Plan: The Survey Plan shows the exact boundaries
and measurements of the property, reducing the risk of
encroachment or boundary disputes. It’s essential to
verify that the survey plan has been approved by the
state government.

2.

Governor’s Consent: Under Nigerian law, land
transactions require the consent of the state governor.
This step ensures that the property was acquired
lawfully and that the government recognizes the new
ownership.

3.

Certificate of Occupancy (if applicable): If the property
doesn’t already have a Certificate of Occupancy, you may
need to apply for one. This document proves your
ownership and makes it easier to transfer, lease, or sell the
property in the future.



Avoiding Common Real
Estate Scams
Unfortunately, real estate scams do happen in Nigeria. To
protect your investment, it’s important to be vigilant and
take precautions. Here are some common scams to watch
out for and how to avoid them:

“Omo-Onile” or Land Grabbers: In certain areas, local
groups may falsely claim ownership of land and attempt
to extort buyers. Engaging a reputable lawyer and
verifying all documents with the land registry can help
you avoid this issue.
Title Fraud: Some sellers may present fake or duplicate
titles to deceive buyers. This is why title verification with
a professional lawyer and a title search at the land
registry are crucial.
False Developers: Be wary of developers who promise
high returns or offer properties at “too-good-to-be-
true” prices. Research the developer’s track record,
check reviews, and, if possible, visit their completed
projects.



Working with Trusted
Partners
When investing in Nigerian real estate from abroad, building
a team of trustworthy professionals is essential. Here’s who
you’ll need on your side:

Real Estate Lawyer: As mentioned, a lawyer will be
invaluable in guiding you through due diligence,
reviewing contracts, and ensuring your rights are
protected.

1.

Certified Real Estate Agent: A good agent will have deep
knowledge of the market and help you identify high-
potential properties that match your investment goals.
Look for agents certified by the Nigerian Institution of
Estate Surveyors and Valuers (NIESV).

2.

Surveyor: A certified surveyor can help verify the
property boundaries, ensuring you’re buying exactly
what’s advertised. The surveyor can also assist in getting
a Survey Plan approved by the government.

3.

Property Manager: If you’re not planning to be directly
involved in managing the property, a property manager
can handle tenant relations, maintenance, and other
tasks. This is particularly helpful for investors living
abroad.

4.



CalledOut Estates in
Securing Your Investments
At CalledOut Estates, we prioritize transparency, security,
and peace of mind for our clients. Our team includes
experienced legal and real estate professionals who conduct
thorough due diligence on every property. We guide you
through every step of the process, from property selection
to paperwork, ensuring your investment is legally sound and
secure. 

By working with us, you gain a trusted partner who
understands the unique challenges of investing from abroad.
Navigating the legal aspects of Nigerian real estate
investment may seem complex, but with the right
knowledge and support, you can confidently secure a
profitable and secure asset. By conducting due diligence,
obtaining the correct documents, and working with reliable
partners, you’ll be well-equipped to make a smart
investment in Nigerian property.



Identifying Safe and
Profitable Investments
Investing in real estate in Nigeria offers a wide array of
opportunities, but choosing the right property can be
challenging—especially for those investing from abroad. By
understanding the factors that make a property both safe
and profitable, you can maximize your returns while
minimizing risks. This chapter provides essential tips on how
to evaluate potential investments, spot high-growth areas,
and identify properties that are most likely to yield strong
returns over time.
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Key Factors for a
Profitable Investment
Key Factors for a Profitable Real Estate Investment
While every investor’s goals may vary, the following factors
are crucial when choosing a real estate investment:

Location: The old real estate adage “location, location,
location” rings true. Prime locations—particularly in areas
with high demand, accessible roads, and strong economic
activity—tend to yield the best returns. Yaba, Epe, Lekki in
Lagos remain top choices due to their economic
significance, but other cities are emerging as lucrative
investment hubs.

Property Demand: High demand translates to more tenants
or buyers. Cities with growing populations and job markets
often have a strong demand for housing and commercial
spaces. Investigate the demand for the type of property
you’re interested in, whether it’s residential, commercial, or
mixed-use.

Infrastructure and Amenities: Properties near quality
infrastructure—like good roads, reliable electricity, hospitals,
and schools—are more attractive to renters and buyers.
Planned developments with modern infrastructure tend to
appreciate faster, as these 



amenities make daily life easier for residents.

Potential for Appreciation: In real estate, appreciation is your
friend. Properties in developing areas or cities with
upcoming infrastructure projects often increase in value
over time. For example, Lagos’ Epe and Lekki Free Trade
Zone area have seen significant appreciation due to major
infrastructural developments.

Market Trend Analysis: Understanding the market trends for
a particular location or property type can offer insights into
future value. For instance, as cities become denser, high-rise
apartments and mixed-use developments may become
more in demand. It’s worth studying historical data,
consulting market experts, and monitoring economic
developments.



Types of Profitable Real
Estate Investments
1. Residential Properties

The residential sector is one of the most popular and
resilient real estate investments in Nigeria. Here’s what to
consider:

Apartments and Rental Units: In cities with a high
population density, rental apartments generate steady
cash flow. Prime locations in Lagos, like Lekki, Yaba and
Victoria Island, attract professionals and expatriates
willing to pay premium rent.

Gated Communities: Gated estates are increasingly
popular among middle- to high-income families looking
for security and a community lifestyle. Developing gated
communities can offer excellent returns due to their
appeal in urban areas.

Student Housing: Investing in student housing near
universities is a highly lucrative niche, particularly in
cities like Ibadan, Enugu, and Lagos, which have multiple
higher education institutions.



2. Commercial Properties

Commercial properties are ideal for investors looking for
longer lease terms and potentially higher returns. Key
considerations include:

Office Spaces: Lagos, Abuja, and Port Harcourt are in
constant need of well-located office spaces. Class A and
B office buildings are typically in high demand by
multinationals, banks, and tech companies.

Retail Spaces and Shopping Centers: With the growth of
Nigeria’s middle class, demand for retail spaces is on the
rise. Malls and shopping centers, particularly in Lagos
and Abuja, are attracting businesses and foot traffic.

Industrial Warehouses: The rise of e-commerce and
manufacturing has increased the need for storage and
distribution spaces. Port Harcourt and the Lekki Free
Trade Zone are popular areas for warehouse
investments.



3. Land Investments

Land is often a more affordable option, especially for
investors just starting. Unlike other types of real estate, land
requires less maintenance and is highly likely to appreciate
over time.

Raw Land in Emerging Areas: Cities like Epe, Abeokuta,
and Ilorin offer land at lower prices with high potential for
appreciation. Buying land here and holding it for future
sale can be a profitable strategy.

Agricultural Land: Agricultural land can be a strong
investment, especially in areas near farming
communities or where there’s demand for food
production. This type of investment may also come with
government incentives or subsidies.

4. Mixed-Use Developments

Mixed-use developments combine residential, commercial,
and recreational spaces, making them highly versatile and
profitable. These developments are increasingly popular in
urban centers like Lagos and Abuja, where the demand for
multi-functional spaces is high.



Emerging Investment
Hotspots
In addition to Nigeria’s major cities, several emerging areas
offer strong investment potential. Here are some of the
locations to consider:

Epe (Lagos): Epe is rapidly growing due to new roads, the
Alaro City project, and proximity to the Lekki Free Trade
Zone. The region is attracting investors looking to
capitalize on future development and urban expansion.

Abeokuta (Ogun State): Close to Lagos and relatively
affordable, Abeokuta is gaining attention as an
alternative to the bustling Lagos market. With developing
infrastructure and a steady influx of residents, this city
holds long-term growth potential.

Ibadan (Oyo State): Known for its affordability and
steady growth, Ibadan is attracting new residents and
businesses. Properties near the University of Ibadan, in
particular, are ideal for residential investment.

Uyo (Akwa Ibom State): Uyo’s serene environment,
infrastructure development, and proximity to Calabar
make it attractive for both residential and commercial
investments. As Akwa Ibom continues to develop, the
demand for real estate is expected to rise.



Red Flags to Avoid in
Property Selection
To protect your investment, it’s essential to be vigilant
about potential pitfalls. Here are some red flags to look out
for:

Unclear or Unverified Property Titles: Ensure that the title
documentation is complete and legitimate, as properties
with unclear titles can result in lengthy disputes or even
loss of investment.

Over-Promised Developments: Avoid properties with
unrealistic guarantees of rapid appreciation. Verify the
facts behind any claims, and be cautious of “too-good-
to-be-true” deals.

Land in Highly Restricted Areas: Some properties may
fall within government-acquired areas or areas
designated for public use. Ensure that the property is
free of such restrictions by consulting with a real estate
lawyer and doing a proper search.



How CalledOut Estates
Can Assist You
At CalledOut Estates, we understand the challenges of
investing in Nigeria from abroad. Our team is dedicated to
helping you identify secure, high-potential investments that
meet your financial goals. Here’s how we make your
investment journey easier:

Market Research: Our in-depth knowledge of Nigerian
real estate trends helps us identify prime locations and
emerging hotspots with the highest return potential.

Pre-Vetted Properties: Every property we offer is
thoroughly vetted, ensuring legal compliance and
ownership clarity.

Investment Guidance: We provide personalized
investment advice based on your goals, risk tolerance,
and budget, giving you confidence in every decision you
make.

IBy focusing on prime urban areas and emerging markets,
and working with trusted professionals, you can secure a
valuable piece of Nigeria’s real estate landscape. Whether
you’re interested in residential, commercial, or land
investments, Nigeria offers unique opportunities for growth
and wealth-building.



Financing and Managing
Your Investment from
Abroad
Investing in real estate from abroad presents unique
challenges, especially in terms of financing and managing
properties. However, by leveraging smart funding options
and effective property management, you can streamline the
process and secure your investment with confidence. In this
chapter, we’ll cover the various financing options available,
the safest ways to send money, and the best practices for
managing your Nigerian property while living abroad.

CHAPTER FOUR

Financing Options for
Nigerian Real Estate
Investments
For international investors, financing options are crucial,
especially when purchasing higher-value properties. Below
are some common ways to finance real estate purchases in
Nigeria from abroad:

1. Personal Savings
Using personal savings is one of the simplest ways to
finance real estate purchases in Nigeria. it allows you to 



debt and ensures full ownership of your property from day
one. While this option requires upfront capital, it’s often
ideal for investors who want to avoid additional costs
associated with interest payments.

2. Nigerian Mortgage Options for Foreign Nationals

While mortgage options for Nigerians living abroad are
limited, certain Nigerian banks offer “Diaspora Mortgages.”
These mortgages are designed specifically for Nigerians
living overseas who wish to invest in real estate back home.
Here’s what to consider:

Eligible Banks: Some Nigerian banks, such as First Bank,
GTBank, and UBA, offer diaspora mortgage services that
allow foreign nationals to secure loans for property
purchases.

Interest Rates and Terms: Nigerian mortgage rates are
often higher than in Western countries, with interest
rates ranging from 15% to 20%. Loan terms generally
range between 10 to 20 years.

Eligibility Criteria: Applicants are typically required to
provide proof of income, financial stability, and a valid
means of identification. Banks may also require property
insurance to secure the loan.



3. International Mortgage Options

If Nigerian mortgage options are not feasible, some investors
choose to take out loans in their country of residence. This
approach offers potentially lower interest rates and may
provide more favorable loan terms. However, it’s essential to
verify whether your international mortgage lender allows the
loan to be used for overseas investments.

4. Property Investment Partnerships

For investors who may not have enough capital, forming a
partnership with trusted individuals can be a viable option.
Through joint investments, you can pool resources to
acquire property, thereby reducing individual financial strain.
Make sure to formalize partnerships with legally binding
agreements to protect everyone’s interests.

5. Real Estate Investment Groups (REIGs)

Real Estate Investment Groups (REIGs) offer investors the
opportunity to invest in real estate without direct ownership
of property. In Nigeria, several REIGs cater to Nigerians
abroad, pooling funds to invest in profitable real estate
developments. This option is ideal for those seeking
investment without active property management
responsibilities.



Sending Money Securely
to Nigeria
Transferring money securely is essential for international
investors to avoid delays, fees, and exchange rate risks. Here
are some popular and reliable options:

1. Bank Wire Transfers

Wire transfers via international banks are among the safest
options for transferring large sums of money to Nigeria.
However, bank wire transfers can incur substantial fees and
are usually slower than other remittance methods.

2. Online Money Transfer Services

Platforms like Wise (formerly TransferWise), WorldRemit, and
Remitly offer lower fees and competitive exchange rates
compared to traditional banks. These services are quick,
efficient, and ideal for smaller payments or initial deposits.

3. Cryptocurrency Payments

For tech-savvy investors, cryptocurrency is a fast and low-
cost method of transferring funds across borders. However,
ensure you’re working with a real estate company that
accepts cryptocurrency and understand any legal or tax
implications.



4. Diaspora Accounts

Many Nigerian banks offer Diaspora accounts for Nigerians
abroad. These accounts allow you to save and transfer funds
in various currencies, including dollars and pounds, with
favorable exchange rates. Diaspora accounts offer a secure
and efficient way to fund your real estate transactions

Managing Your Investment
from Abroad
Once you’ve purchased a property, managing it from
overseas is crucial to maintaining its value and generating
returns. Here are some practical ways to keep your
investment in top shape:

1. Hire a Property Management Company

A trusted property management company is essential for
investors living abroad. They can handle tenant selection,
rent collection, maintenance, and legal issues. Here’s how to
ensure you’re hiring a reliable firm:

Research and Verify: Ask for referrals, read reviews, and
verify credentials. Ensure they have experience
managing properties for international clients.
Service Agreement: Create a detailed service agreement
specifying responsibilities, fees, and communication 



2. Set Up Automated Payment Systems

If you’re renting out your property, setting up an automated
rent collection system can simplify payment management.
Diaspora accounts and digital payment platforms can help
ensure that payments are collected and transferred to you
without delays.

3. Regular Inspections and Virtual Tours

Conducting regular property inspections, either through a
management company or trusted associates, helps identify
any issues early. Many management companies now offer
virtual tours, allowing you to visually inspect your property
from wherever you are.

4. Insurance Coverage

Securing property insurance is crucial, especially for real
estate in Nigeria where unforeseen circumstances like
natural disasters or theft can occur. Ensure your property is
adequately insured to protect it against damages and
liabilities.

5. Establishing Legal Representation

Working with a real estate lawyer in Nigeria provides peace
of mind, particularly when dealing with legal and property 



issues. Your lawyer can handle documentation, mediate
disputes, and ensure compliance with Nigerian property
laws.

Common Challenges and
How to Overcome Them
Investing in Nigeria’s real estate market from abroad can
come with obstacles. Here’s how to address some of the
most common challenges:

Challenge: Trusting Local Representatives

Solution: Rely on well-reviewed and established
property management companies or work with
family members you trust. Transparency is essential,
so look for companies with a proven track record in
real estate management.

Challenge: Currency Fluctuations

Solution: To avoid the impact of currency
fluctuations, consider using Diaspora accounts that
allow you to maintain funds in foreign currencies until
you’re ready to exchange at favorable rates.



Challenge: Legal and Bureaucratic Hurdles

Solution: Working with a reputable real estate lawyer
helps in navigating Nigerian property laws. They can
handle necessary paperwork and ensure compliance
with local regulations.

Challenge: Market Fluctuations

Solution: Regularly monitoring the real estate market
can help you make informed decisions. Working with
a company like CalledOut Estates provides you
access to professionals with real-time insights on
the market, allowing you to pivot when necessary.

How CalledOut Estates
Supports Your Investment

CalledOut Estates understands the challenges faced by
Nigerians living abroad who want to invest back home.
Here’s how we can assist:

Property Vetting: Every property we offer is thoroughly
vetted, ensuring clear title ownership and compliance
with local laws.



End-to-End Property Management: From tenant
selection to maintenance, we handle all aspects of
property management, ensuring your investment
remains profitable and well-cared for.

Regular Communication: We keep you updated with
regular reports, virtual tours, and financial summaries,
providing transparency and peace of mind.

By carefully selecting your financing method, securing
reliable management, and working with a trustworthy real
estate company, you can successfully invest in Nigeria’s
growing property market from abroad. With the right
support and safeguards, managing your real estate portfolio
from overseas can be seamless, allowing you to grow your
wealth and fulfill your long-term financial goals.



Maximizing Your Returns
on Investment
When investing in real estate, your ultimate goal is to make
the most out of your investment. For Nigerians living abroad,
there are strategies that can help boost the value of your
property, generate passive income, and ensure a steady
appreciation over time. In this chapter, we’ll dive into ways
to maximize the return on your real estate investment in
Nigeria.

CHAPTER FIVE

Understanding Property
Appreciation In Nigeria
Property appreciation is one of the main ways to grow
wealth through real estate. In Nigeria, appreciation rates are
influenced by factors such as location, development trends,
and market demand. Here are a few ways to leverage
appreciation to your advantage:

1. Choosing High-Growth Areas

Areas like Lagos, Abuja, and emerging cities like Ibadan and
Port Harcourt have shown substantial growth due to urban
expansion and demand. Investing in these high-growth areas
can provide faster and higher appreciation rates over time.



2. Timing the Market

Investing during economic downturns or pre-development
phases often allows investors to purchase properties at
lower costs, which can yield high appreciation once
development picks up. Staying updated on market trends
with help from a trusted real estate company, like CalledOut
Estates, can inform your timing decisions.

3. Adding Value through Renovations and Upgrades

Simple property improvements like updating fixtures,
painting, or landscaping can significantly increase a
property’s value and rental appeal. CalledOut Estates can
guide you on strategic renovations that align with Nigerian
market preferences, boosting the overall value of your
property.

Maximizing Rental Income
Rental income is another effective way to get returns on
your real estate investment. Generating passive income
from renting can cover property expenses and provide
regular income. Here’s how to maximize your rental yields:



1. Choose High-Demand Rental Properties

In Nigeria, rental demand is highest in urban centers with a
growing middle class and working professionals. Properties
in locations with proximity to business hubs, universities, or
tech hubs often fetch higher rental rates and remain
occupied.

2. Opt for Short-Term Rentals in Key Locations

If your property is in a high-demand area for tourism or
business travel, consider short-term rental options like
Airbnb or Vrbo. Short-term rentals tend to be more
profitable in these areas, although they require more
management. CalledOut Estates can assist with managing
short-term rentals to maximize earnings.

3. Ensure Quality Property Management

A well-managed property attracts and retains quality
tenants. Professional property management companies
handle tenant relations, maintenance, and other services
that contribute to stable rental income. Partnering with
CalledOut Estates ensures your property remains in optimal
condition, enhancing its appeal and rental value.



4. Rent Adjustments in Line with Market Trends

Regularly evaluate and adjust rent to align with current
market conditions. CalledOut Estates can provide insights
into market rates, ensuring your property’s rental prices
remain competitive and profitable.

Utilizing Tax Benefits and
Incentives
There are tax advantages available to Nigerian real estate
investors, which can help reduce expenses and increase net
returns. While Nigeria doesn’t have as many tax benefits for
real estate as some other countries, there are ways to save:

1. Leverage Capital Gains Tax Exemptions

Properties held for a long period before sale may qualify for
capital gains tax exemptions under certain conditions.
Understanding these exemptions can help you make the
most of your profit when selling.

2. Expense Deductions for Rental Properties

Deducting property-related expenses such as repairs,
maintenance, and property management fees can reduce
taxable income from rental earnings. Consult with a Nigerian 



3. Avoiding Double Taxation

For Nigerians living abroad, double taxation agreements
(DTA) between Nigeria and some countries, like the UK, can
prevent you from paying taxes twice on your property
income. Understanding the tax requirements in both Nigeria
and your country of residence ensures you’re compliant and
not overpaying.

Strategies for Long Term
Wealth Accumulation
A well-thought-out long-term strategy is essential for
wealth accumulation through Nigerian real estate
investments. Here are some approaches to consider:

1. Building a Portfolio of Properties

Consider diversifying your real estate portfolio by investing
in multiple properties across different areas or types (e.g.,
residential, commercial, or land). A diverse portfolio reduces
risk and provides multiple income streams, increasing your
overall returns.



Mitigating Risks to Protect
Your Investment
Every investment comes with risks, and real estate is no
exception. Understanding and managing risks can help
safeguard your investment and ensure steady returns.

1. Understanding Market Cycles

Nigeria’s real estate market has cycles influenced by
economic conditions and government policies. Working with
professionals at CalledOut Estates helps you understand
these cycles and make decisions aligned with market
conditions, reducing risk exposure.

2. Insuring Your Property

Insuring your property protects against risks like damage,
theft, and liability. Property insurance can also cover rental
income loss, ensuring you remain financially secure even in
the event of a disaster.

3. Conducting Due Diligence

When investing in property, thorough due diligence is
essential. CalledOut Estates assists with title verification,
property inspections, and legal compliance to ensure your
property is free of encumbrances or potential legal issues.



4. Planning for Exit Strategies

Knowing when and how to exit an investment can
significantly impact returns. Whether selling a property or
transitioning to different rental arrangements, having a well-
thought-out exit strategy ensures you’re prepared to make
profitable moves.

Working with CalledOut
Estates to Maximize Your
Returns
At CalledOut Estates, we aim to make real estate investment
as rewarding as possible for Nigerians living abroad. Here’s
how we support your journey:

High-Quality Property Management: From tenant
relations to maintenance, we handle everything to
maximize your rental income.

Long-Term Investment Planning: We help you create a
tailored strategy, whether you’re interested in rental
income, land banking, or portfolio building.

Risk Management: We offer resources and guidance to
protect your investment from potential risks.



Navigating Legal and
Regulatory Requirements
Investing in Nigerian real estate from abroad can be
incredibly rewarding, but it’s essential to have a clear
understanding of the legal and regulatory framework. Laws
and regulations in Nigeria can be complex, especially for
non-residents, and navigating these can be challenging
without local expertise. In this chapter, we’ll break down the
legal aspects of property ownership, title verification, tax
obligations, and more, so you can approach your investment
with confidence.

CHAPTER SIX

Understanding Property
Appreciation In Nigeria
Understanding Property Ownership Laws in Nigeria
In Nigeria, property ownership laws are influenced by both
the federal and state governments. Here’s what you need to
know to ensure your investment is legally sound:

1. Land Use Act of 1978

The Land Use Act is the primary law governing land
ownership in Nigeria. It vests ownership of all land in the
state, giving state governments the authority to allocate l



2. Types of Property Ownership

Freehold: This is the outright ownership of land and
property, with no limitations on its use. It’s often the
most secure form of ownership.

Leasehold: This grants ownership of the property for a
fixed period, usually 99 years. In some cases, leases can
be renewed, depending on state regulations.

3. Certificate of Occupancy (C of O)

The Certificate of Occupancy is a legal document that
grants the holder rights to use a piece of land for a specified
period. A C of O is typically issued by the state government
and is a critical document for establishing ownership.

4. Governor’s Consent

For any transfer or sale of land, the new owner must obtain
the Governor’s Consent. This approval process validates the
transaction, ensuring it’s legally binding and recognized by
the government. Working with CalledOut Estates can
simplify the process of obtaining Governor’s Consent for
your property.



Title Verification: Ensuring
Your Property Is Legally
Clear
Title verification is essential to protect your investment. This
process confirms that the property has a valid and
undisputed title. Here’s what’s involved:

1. Title Search and Verification

Before purchasing property, a thorough title search is
conducted to confirm there are no existing disputes, unpaid
taxes, or other encumbrances. CalledOut Estates assists
with comprehensive title searches, providing peace of mind
and protecting you from future complications.

2. Verifying Land Surveys and Boundaries

In Nigeria, properties are typically surveyed to establish
clear boundaries. Ensure that your property has a registered
survey plan that defines its boundaries, preventing any
future disputes with neighboring properties.

3. Land Registry Records

The Land Registry keeps records of property ownership.
Confirming that the property is registered in your name
ensures your ownership is recognized by the government,
helping protect against fraudulent claims.



Understanding Tax
Obligations for Real Estate
Investors
Investors, both local and foreign, are subject to certain taxes
on real estate transactions and income. Here’s an overview
of tax requirements for Nigerian real estate:

1. Capital Gains Tax

Capital gains tax applies to the profit from selling a property.
In Nigeria, this tax is currently set at 10% of the profit.
Planning your exit strategy with CalledOut Estates can help
you minimize capital gains tax through proper timing and
strategic sales planning.

2. Property Taxes

Properties in Nigeria may be subject to annual land use
charges, which vary by state. Land use charges are
calculated based on property location and size, and
payment is necessary to avoid legal disputes or fines.

3. Rental Income Tax

If you’re earning income from your property, you’ll need to
pay tax on that income. Rental income tax rates depend on
your tax bracket and other factors, so it’s essential to work
with a tax professional to understand your obligations.



Understanding Land Scams
and Fraud Prevention
Unfortunately, land scams are not uncommon in Nigeria,
making it critical for investors to be vigilant. Common scams
include false ownership claims, fraudulent documents, and
deceptive agents. Here’s how CalledOut Estates can help
you avoid these pitfalls:

1. Avoiding Omonile Conflicts

“Omonile” refers to individuals who claim ancestral rights
over land and may attempt to collect illegal fees or obstruct
development. Working with CalledOut Estates shields you
from these conflicts by ensuring all legal rights and titles are
secured before your purchase.

2. Fake Documentation and Titles

Fraudsters may attempt to sell properties with fake titles or
documents. CalledOut Estates thoroughly verifies each
property’s documentation to confirm authenticity, ensuring
you’re not purchasing a property with counterfeit
documents.

3. Working with Reputable Agents

Unlicensed or unverified real estate agents can lead to
fraudulent transactions. At CalledOut Estates, we only work



With licensed professionals who are knowledgeable about
local regulations and committed to protecting your
investment.

Hiring a Real Estate Lawyer
To further safeguard your investment, it’s advisable to work
with a Nigerian real estate lawyer. A lawyer can provide
guidance on legal matters, assist with document verification,
and represent your interests throughout the transaction. 

Here’s how a real estate lawyer adds value to your
investment process:

Contract Review: A lawyer reviews sales agreements and
other contracts to ensure they are in your best interest.

Due Diligence: Legal professionals conduct thorough
checks on property titles, outstanding debts, or liens to
confirm the property is free of issues.

Dispute Resolution: In the event of any disputes, your
lawyer can represent you and help negotiate resolutions.



The Role of CalledOut
Estates in Legal Compliance
CalledOut Estates is committed to helping you navigate
Nigeria’s legal and regulatory requirements smoothly. Here’s
how we assist:

Property Verification: We verify all titles and conduct
thorough background checks to ensure the properties
we list are legally clear and safe for purchase.

Legal Advisory: Our network of legal professionals can
provide expert advice on compliance, documentation,
and any legal concerns.

Guidance on Tax Obligations: We can connect you with
tax professionals to ensure you meet all obligations
without overpaying.

Property Management Services: To keep your
investment compliant, we offer property management
services that handle all legal requirements, including
tenant agreements, taxes, and regulatory updates.



Conclusion

Investing in Nigerian real estate as an overseas Nigerian
offers incredible opportunities for wealth-building, but legal
and regulatory compliance is essential. With thorough due
diligence, the right professional guidance, and the support of
a trusted partner like CalledOut Estates, you can confidently
navigate the legal landscape and protect your investment.


